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Sister Rose House in New Bed-
ford defied elements to serve 
hot Thanksgiving dinners. Story 
begins on page one.

A prime example is the recent announcement 
that two locations in the Diocese of Fall River, 
the Catholic Community of Falmouth and St. 
Michael and St. Joseph parishes in Fall River, 
received a Parish Excellence Award, a recog-
nition of innovation and achievement among 
parishes from across the United States. 

By Dave Jolivet
Editor

davejolivet@anchornews.org
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Second-graders at Holy Fami-
ly-Holy Name School in New Bed-
ford created holiday wreaths for 
nursing home patients. Page nine.

Forty-seven young people in the 
Diocese of Fall River received 
the St. Pius X Award in a virtual 
ceremony. Page eight.
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Two diocesan locations receive national award Two diocesan locations receive national award 
for Parish Excellence amid COVID pandemicfor Parish Excellence amid COVID pandemic

FALMOUTH — Short-
ly before Jesus returned to 
the Father, he told His 11 
Apostles, “All authority in 
Heaven and 
on earth 
has been 
given to Me. 
Therefore go 
and make 
disciples of 
all nations, 
baptizing 
them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey 
everything I have com-
manded you. And surely I 

am with you always, to the 
very end of the age” (Mt 
28:18-20).

Christ didn’t leave 
a particular formula to 
complete this task, and as 
the ages have passed since 

His Ascension in Heaven, 
the world has experienced 
countless metamorpho-
ses. Consequently, those 
charged with making 
Christ known to all na-

A screen shot of Father Jay Mello’s “Spiritual Relief Package” on the St. Michael 
and St. Joseph parishes’ website. The Fall River parishes were one of two loca-
tions in the diocese to win a national award for Parish Excellence. (The inset is 
the logo for the Parish Excellence Summit that hosted the awards.)

tions have adapted with the 
times. The message hasn’t 
changed and never will, 
but the methods of deliver-
ing it has — many times.

From evangelizing on 
foot from town to town; to 

gathering at 
houses, small 
churches and 
later grand 
cathedrals; 
to worship-
ing behind 
closed doors 
and caves at 

the risk of being caught 
and martyred; to utiliz-
ing radio, then television, 
and today social media, 
those whose mission it is 

Despite a hurricane-like day, 
Sister Rose House keeps 

Thanksgiving tradition alive
By Dave Jolivet

Editor
davejolivet@anchornews.org

NEW BEDFORD — 
“What next?” seems to 
be the perfect mantra for 
2020. Seemingly every week 
brings a new challenge. 
New Bedford had its share 
this Thanksgiving.

A wind-driven rain 
storm and a catastrophic 
house fire that left 27 peo-
ple homeless darkened an 

already gloomy holiday.
A Thanksgiving tradi-

tion in the Fall River Dio-
cese has been to provide a 
hot turkey dinner to guests 
of the Sister Rose House in 
New Bedford, with an open 
invite to anyone in need in 
the Whaling City neighbor-
hood.

But since March, the 
soup kitchen there, which 
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Regina Rose Collura became the 
first female to attain the rank of 
Eagle Scout in the Narragansett 
Council. Page 10.

An individual on bicycle receives a packaged turkey 
dinner from a volunteer at Sister Rose House in New 
Bedford on Thanksgiving Day.
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GLENDALE, Ariz. — Father Henry J. 
Dahl, retired pastor of St. Peter the Apostle 
Parish in Provincetown and a resident of 
Sun City, Ariz., died November 22 at Abrazo 
Hospital in Glendale at the age of 79.

Father Dahl was born on June 26, 1941, 
in Staten Island, N.Y. He was the son of the 
late Harry Dahl and Hazel (Boone) Dahl.

He attended grade school in Staten Island 
and high school in San Antonio, Texas. After 
high school he entered the U.S. Air Force in 
1960, serving until 1964.

He spent 30 years in the retail credit and 
personnel management field in Southern 
California and Oregon, receiving a bachelor’s 
degree in Management of Human Resources 
in 1991.

In an interview in 2011, he told The 

Anchor, “My Catholic faith was always very 
important to me through those years. I was 

very blessed 
to be suc-
cessful and 
happy, and 
there came 
a time in my 
life that I 
sensed that 
I wanted to 
thank God 
for all those 
blessings. 
The time had 
come for me 
to express 
my thanks in 

Father Henry J. Dahl, retired pastor of Provincetown parishFather Henry J. Dahl, retired pastor of Provincetown parish
a radical way, and that’s when I entered the 
seminary.”

Father Dahl received a Master of Arts 
degree from Holy Apostles College and 
Seminary in Cromwell, Conn. in 1995, and a 
Master of Divinity in 1996.

Father Dahl was ordained to the priest-
hood by then-Bishop Sean P. O’Malley, OFM, 
Cap., on June 8, 1996, at St. Mary’s Cathedral 
in Fall River. Following his ordination, Father 
Dahl served as a parochial vicar at Corpus 
Christi Parish in East Sandwich. He felt he 
benefited working at a large parish, especial-
ly working with then-pastor Father Marcel 
Bouchard, saying he learned things he didn’t 
learn in seminary.

He was also a parochial administrator at 
Our Lady of Fatima Parish in New Bedford, 

and chaplain at St. Luke’s Hospital, also 
in the Whaling City.

Father Dahl was later named as the 
diocesan director of the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults.

 In 2002 Father Dahl was appointed 
pastor of St. Peter the Apostle Parish 
in Provincetown, until his retirement 
in 2011. During his time at St. Peter’s 
a fire destroyed the church building in 
2005. He told The Anchor that was a 
trying time for him and his parishio-
ners, “but they are a great community 
of believers. Despite having lost the 
place where generations were baptized, 
married and received the Sacraments, 
they made it through the ordeal and 
were part of building a great new 
church.”

Father Dahl retired in June of 2011. 
“I truly loved my time in Massachusetts, 
but I’m heading where the winters are 
warmer,” he said. After retiring he moved 
to Sun City, Ariz., where he continued 
to serve in parishes throughout Sun City 
and Wickenburg.

He is survived by his sister, Deborah 
J. Lizarralde of San Antonio, Texas.

Father Dahl’s Mass of Christian 
Burial took place in St. Clement of Rome 
Catholic Church in Sun City on De-
cember 3. Interment took place in Holy 
Cross Cemetery in Avondale, Ariz.

A Memorial Mass at St. Peter’s in 
Provincetown was celebrated on Decem-
ber 10.
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to spread the Good News 
have been innovative and 
creative and the Word 
spreads still.

While there have been 
pandemics in the past, no 
one alive today has gone 
through what we are all ex-
periencing in 2020. What 
some may see as a helpless 
situation, the thinkers and 
doers have shattered the 
hopelessness and forged 
ahead.

A prime example is 
the recent announcement 
that two locations in the 
Diocese of Fall River, the 
Catholic Community of 
Falmouth and St. Michael 
and St. Joseph parishes 
in Fall River, received a 
Parish Excellence Award, a 
recognition of innovation 
and achievement among 
parishes from across the 
United States. 

The Catholic Com-
munity of Falmouth was 
awarded first place in the 
Faith Formation for Youth 
via Technology category, 
recognizing the parish that 
“executed strong Sacra-
mental preparation and 
Faith Formation programs 
for youth during COVID.”

 St. Michael  and St. Jo-
seph parishes in Fall River 
placed first in the Website 
Innovations and Excellence 
During COVID group, that 
highlights a parish that 
strongly “implemented 
significant upgrades and/or 
new content to its website 
to improve parishioner ex-
perience during COVID.”

The announcements 
were made during the 
national 2020 November 
Parish Excellence Summit.

In a recent blog post, 
Bishop Edgar M. da 
Cunha, S.D.V., said, “The 
Parish Excellence Summit 
for parish priests, staff 
members, and volunteer 

leaders highlighted prac-
tices from parishes across 
the country, particularly 
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. I was very pleased 
to learn two parishes from 
the Fall River Diocese were 
recognized during this 
national online event.

“Congratulations to 
both parishes on being 
recognized for your in-
novation and hard work 
during these difficult and 
uncertain times.”

The Catholic Commu-
nity of Falmouth encom-
passes the parishes of St. 
Anthony in East Falmouth, 
St. Elizabeth Seton in 
North Falmouth and St. 
Patrick in Falmouth. Msgr. 
Stephen J. Avila is the pas-
tor of the community.

“I urged our Faith 
Formation director, Jon-
athan Galo, to submit a 
nomination to the Parish 
Excellence Summit judges 
as I think it is a unique 
approach to Faith For-
mation,” Msgr. Avila told 
The Anchor. “It is called 
‘Meet You At the Altar,’ and 
invites youth to complete 
a weekly journal regarding 
the weekend Mass experi-
ence. 

“It obviously encourag-
es in-person Mass, but be-
cause we have live-stream 
they can also participate 
at home. The journal can 
be filled in with a program 
called Canvas which asks 
a series of questions about 
the Mass, which one they 
attend, and what was the 
message of the Gospel 
and/or homily. A catechist 
monitors each grade and 
allows him/her, the DRE or 
me to comment about an 
answer that is submitted. I 
have found many answers 
well thought out and re-
flective.”

“Father Steve and I 

strongly believe in the 
purpose of our program 
as well as its innovation,” 
Galo told The Anchor. “Our 
Faith Formation program 
is called, ‘Meet You at the 
Altar,’ which focuses on 
participation at the Sun-
day Liturgy. Each week, 
students and families are 
asked to attend one of 
our many Masses that our 
Collaborative offers (over 
10 options!). If they are 
uncomfortable in attend-
ing in person at this time, 
families may attend Mass 
virtually on our website or 
sit in the parking lot and 
tune into a radio broadcast 
of the Mass. 

“We believe that the 
Mass is the best place for 
our students to grow in 
their faith through God’s 
Word, celebrate their faith 
with one another as a 
Church community, and 
share their faith through 
Christ’s presence in the Eu-
charist. As many parishes 
can attest, one of the issues 
that we struggle with is 
getting students from our 
Faith Formation program 
to attend Mass each week, 
so we thought this would 
be a great way to reverse 
everything and really get 
our students to encounter 
Christ in a special way.”

Galo added that stu-
dents in the Sacramental 
preparation programs, 
First Communion and 
Confirmation, are asked to 
attend in-person sessions 
once a month. “We are 
able to accommodate these 
smaller groups with our 
current safety policies/pro-
cedures, and we thought it 
would be best to meet with 
them in person as recep-
tion of the Sacraments 
is something that must 
occur in person and can-
not be done virtually. We 

are aware that some of our 
families may not be able 
to return in person at this 
time due to health con-
cerns, so we are working 
closely with them about 
everything.”

Father Jay Mello, pastor 
of St. Michael and St. Jo-
seph parishes in Fall River, 
told The Anchor that sever-
al parishioners nominated 
the website because of the 
work put into it.

During the announce-
ment of the first-place 
award to the Fall River 
parishes, one of the sum-
mit hosts, Scot Landry of 
the Boston Archdiocese, 
explained that the parish-
ioners said their pastor 
“is tireless in his reaching 
out to his flock during 
the COVID lockdown. 
There were weekly emails, 
a catechesis series with 
other priests, a blog added 
by Father Mello and daily 
videos on Facebook try-
ing to reach out and keep 
our eyes on Jesus and His 
Church.

“Along with these and 
the parish’s live-stream 
Masses, there were book 
recommendations, and 

Spiritual reading recom-
mendations via Flocknote 
[a simple way to send 
email newsletters and text 
messages to parishioners].”

Landry mentioned that 
the judges were particular-
ly impressed with Father 
Mello’s developing a “Spir-
itual Stimulus Package,” 
something so appropriate 
in this pandemic period.

“The Stimulus Package 
is a series of short videos 
on good habits for parish-
ioners to develop to get 
them through the chal-
lenges of COVID,” Landry 
explained. “The judging 
committee thought the 
parish website was clean, 
modern, and the informa-
tion was very easy to find.”

“I am honored that 
the panel felt that we were 
successful in our efforts to 
reach  our parishioners,” 
Father Mello told The An-
chor. ”What was noted was 
my blog posts, daily inspi-
rational videos, the book 
recommendations, the 
Stimulus Package and the 
renovations to our parish 
and school websites.”

“We are very honored 

Two diocesan locations receive national Parish Excellence awards
continued from page one
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allowed people inside din-
ing, has been closed be-
cause of COVID-19 restric-
tions. “This has been a very 
challenging year for us,” 
Ray Duarte, shelter manag-
er for the diocesan Catholic 
Social Services-run Sister 
Rose House in New Bed-
ford. “Despite the pandemic 
and its restrictions, Susan 
Mazzarella, CSS director, 
and her staff brainstormed 
a way to maintain the tradi-
tion of serving a Thanksgiv-
ing meal at the house.

“Even though our soup 
kitchen is still closed for 
inside dining, we have been 
serving bag lunches at the 
door since March.”

Mazzarella, her staff and 
Duarte came up with a plan 
to set up pop-up canopies 
and chairs in the parking 
lot to host their holiday 
guests.

Duarte told The Anchor 
that a typical Thanksgiving 
meal at Sister Rose brought 
in anywhere from 100 to 
nearly 200 people. And 
with everything COVID-re-
lated going on this year, no 
one knew what to expect.

“Usually our Thanks-
giving meal is supported by 

Bishop Stang High School 
in North Dartmouth,” he 
explained. “They would 
supply the turkeys and 
sides, but because of the 
pandemic, the school wasn’t 
able to assist this year.

“I reached out to Susan 
and she immediately told 
me that something was 
going to be 
there for the 
guests. With 
her staff and 
assistance 
from good 
friend Rev. 
David Lima, 
Executive 
Minister at 
Inter-Church 
Council of 
Greater New 
Bedford, we 
were able to 
hire D&D 
Catering, 
Inc. in New 
Bedford, who 
prepared 200 
hot meals, including the 
turkey and the fixings.”

Thanksgiving morning 
brought torrential rains 
and wind, adding to the 
“What next?” factor. “The 
attendance was pretty low 

considering the condi-
tions,” Duarte said. “But 
some folks did come and sit 
under the tents and enjoy a 
hot meal. 

“Some of the guests 
were very surprised consid-
ering the conditions. They 
said, ‘A hot meal? Really? 
We haven’t had one in a 

while.’
“D&D provided the 

meals in Styrofoam con-
tainers, keeping the turkey, 
potatoes, gravy and stuffing 
hot. They also provided 
apple and pumpkin pies.”

Mazzarella and some of 
her co-workers assisted Du-
arte and his staff in serving 
the holiday meals.

“Before COVID, there 
were six to 10 volunteers 
per day that helped prepare 
and serve meals, so meals 
had become much simpler, 
Mazzarella told The Anchor. 
“In light of social distanc-
ing and safety, there are no 

volunteer 
groups avail-
able to assist 
the two staff 
who run 
the opera-
tions of the 
kitchen. The 
potential 
logistics 
of trying 
to prepare 
and serve 
Thanksgiv-
ing dinner 
with only 
two staff was 
daunting, 
but CSS 
needed to 

find a way.
“CSS was able to pur-

chase these meals from the 
caterers through donations 
to the soup kitchen. For 
those parishioners and 
members of the commu-
nity who donate to the 
soup kitchen, the Sister 
Rose Network, and the 
Catholic Appeal, this event 
was a manifestation of 
your generosity. Although 
COVID and social distanc-
ing may have kept so many 
apart, the giving spirit of 
our donors was a palpable 
presence with us at Thanks-
giving, so in essence, we all 
celebrated together.”

“On the ride in to New 
Bedford, Susan saw billow-
ing smoke coming from 
a part of the city, and she 
sensed that wasn’t a good 
sign. She told me, ‘I think 
we’re going to get calls from 
some homeless people 

today.’”
What next? A 

multi-structure fire, pre-
sumably caused by a deep-
fried turkey attempt gone 
horribly wrong left 27 
people without a home on a 
windy, rainy Thanksgiving 
Day. 

One of the blessings of 
the low dinner attendance 
was that there were plenty 
of leftovers. “We were able 
to make 35 meals from 
some of the leftovers,” Du-
arte told The Anchor. “We 
sent the meals over to the 
Seaport Inn where people 
were being temporarily 
housed after the fire. De-
spite everything, they were 
at least able to have a hot 
Thanksgiving meal.”

Prior to the food kitch-
en at Sister Rose House 
closing in March it fed 
150-200 people on any 
given day. Since the closing 
and now the handing out of 
bag lunches, there are from 
75 to nearly 100 being fed 
daily.

“I have to give kudos 
to the diocesan Charities 
Appeal and volunteers and 
parishes for continuing to 
support us, Grace House 
and St. Killian’s,” said Du-
arte. “They are a great help 
during a very difficult year. 
And the City of New Bed-
ford and Rev. Lima have 
been very supportive.”

Duarte explained that 
since March, 57 individuals, 
guests, staff and volun-
teers have been tested for 
COVID-19. “We are very 
happy to say we have had 
no cases. We have nurses 
visit daily to screen partic-
ularly vulnerable people, 
checking their vitals, and 
safeguarding them from the 
virus.” He said that if any-
one is remotely suspected 
of contact they are tested.

Mazzarella, Duarte and 
others are already brain-

Sister Rose House defies elements to serve turkey dinners
continued from page one

CSS director, Susan Mazzarella, packs pies to be deliv-
ered to victims of a Thanksgiving morning multi-struc-
ture fire that displaced 27 people.
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On May 1, as the 
initial panicked 

phase of the battle against 
COVID-19 was concluding, 
I wrote that the most im-
portant and urgent lesson 
Church leaders needed to 
learn coming out of the first 
phase was the disaster of 
acquiescing as various civil 
leaders attempted to treat the 
Church’s activity and worship 
as a “non-essential” service. 

It’s not surprising, I said, 
that those who do not believe 
in God might think that the 
life of faith is non-essential. 
It’s similarly unremarkable 
that Catholics who no longer 
practice the faith, who do not 
deem it essential to their life, 
might also reckon it unnec-
essary in the lives of others. 
But that the Church — cler-
gy, religious and faithful alike 
— would not thunderously 
protest against such a gross 
mischaracterization, and in 
some places would behave 
as if she agreed with that 
description, was scandalous. 

That’s the lesson that was 
unwittingly taught when the 
Church in some locales made 
the decision to lock church-
es and forbid all access to 
the Sacraments, except for 
priests, even when such 
decisions were not required 
by public mandate. It was re-
inforced when such decisions 
were made as if they were 
not particularly vexing. It 
was cemented when certain 
Church leaders insisted that 
even practical solutions fully 
in alignment with medical 
and government directives 
on safety be shut down, like 
drive-in Masses, Confessions 
at safe distances in park-
ing lots, anointing of those 
dying of non-communicable 
diseases, all Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament, as well as 
all baptisms, weddings, and 
funerals.

Pastors have since seen 
the consequence that such 
decisions, treating the prac-
tice of the faith as de facto 
non-essential, have had: the 
percentage of those who 
had been regularly coming 

to Mass in February who 
have returned to Church 
after the Spiritual lockdown 
is, in most places, a quarter 
to a third; those where it is 
50 percent of pre-shutdown 
numbers, are doing relatively 
well. Some are watching the 
Mass live-streamed because 
they’re in at-risk populations, 
care for those who are, or 
simply prefer it. Many of 
those who are not coming 
seem to have deprioritized 
Mass altogether.   

It has also be-
come clear that the 
compelling health 
justification that 
had been given by 
civil leaders can no 
longer be considered 
credible. Church-
es were closed as 
non-essential but 
liquor stores and marijuana 
dispensaries remained open? 
Eleven masked parishioners 
could not come together in 
a Church fitting a thousand 
but 11,000 unmasked and 
non-socially-distanced BLM 
protesters could convene in 
a crowded courtyard? The 
inconsistent decisions of 
civil leaders made plain that 
something else was at work 
rather than legitimate con-
cern for public health. 

Certain shepherds began 
to fight back in defense of 
their people, their rights 
and their Spiritual good. 
Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio 
of Brooklyn, Archbishop 
Joseph Kurtz of Louisville, 
and Archbishop Salvatore 
Cordileone took the lead. 
Legitimate health-related 
restrictions were one thing; 
discriminatory restrictions 
contrary to religious free-
dom —  both a natural and 
a Constitutionally-protected 
right — were another. The 
prelates were now, moreover, 
armed with data to respond 
to the ludicrous, hyperbolic 
and phobic assertion that 
religious gatherings were 
somehow super-spreading 
disasters waiting to happen. 
Since Churches reopened 
in May with proper safety 

protocols, there has not been 
one reported case of some-
one getting COVID-19 at a 
Catholic church anywhere in 
the country. 

Supreme Court justices 
recognized what was hap-
pening and ultimately over-
turned such restrictions. 

In a decision fittingly 
announced the day before 
Thanksgiving in a case in 
which Bishop DiMarzio sued 
New York Governor Andrew 
Cuomo, Justice Neil Gor-

such lacerated the governor’s 
decisions in a concurring 
opinion. 

“The businesses the 
Governor considers essen-
tial include hardware stores, 
acupuncturists, and liquor 
stores. Bicycle repair shops, 
certain signage companies, 
accountants, lawyers, and in-
surance agents are all essen-
tial too,” he wrote in Diocese 
of Brooklyn v. Cuomo. “So, at 
least according to the Gover-
nor, it may be unsafe to go to 
church, but it is always fine 
to pick up another bottle of 
wine, shop for a new bike, or 
spend the afternoon explor-
ing your distal points and 
meridians. Who knew public 
health would so perfectly 
align with secular conve-
nience?”

He continued that in 
New York “people may 
gather inside for extended 
periods in bus stations and 
airports, in laundromats and 
banks, in hardware stores 
and liquor shops. No appar-
ent reason exists why people 
may not gather, subject to 
identical restrictions, in 
churches or synagogues, 
especially when religious 
institutions have made plain 
that they stand ready, able, 
and willing to follow all the 

safety precautions required 
of ‘essential’ businesses and 
perhaps more besides. The 
only explanation for treating 
religious places differently 
seems to be a judgment that 
what happens there just isn’t 
as ‘essential’ as what happens 
in secular spaces. Indeed, 
the Governor is remarkably 
frank about this: In his judg-
ment laundry and liquor, 
travel and tools, are all ‘es-
sential’ while traditional reli-
gious exercises are not. That 

is exactly the kind of 
discrimination the 
First Amendment 
forbids.” 

Justice Samu-
el Alito has been 
similarly outspoken. 
In a July dissent in 
Calvary Chapel v. 
Silolak, a case in 

which the governor of Neva-
da had permitted casinos to 
have 50 percent occupancy 
but limited churches to 50 
people, Alito wrote, “The 
Constitution guarantees 
the free exercise of religion. 
It says nothing about the 
freedom to play craps or 
blackjack, to feed tokens into 
a slot machine, or to engage 
in any other game of chance. 
But the Governor of Neva-
da apparently has different 
priorities.” 

He elaborated on the 
unconstitutional hypocrisy 
of such decisions — and 
what they presage — in a 
November 12 speech to the 
Federalist Society’s National 
Law Conference. 

“It pains me to say this,” 
he stated, “but in certain 
quarters, religious liberty is 
fast becoming a disfavored, 
right. Over the summer, the 
Supreme Court received two 
applications to stay COVID 
restrictions that blatantly dis-
criminated against houses of 
worship. If you go to Nevada, 
you can gamble, drink and 
attend all sorts of shows. 
But  if you want to worship 
and you’re the 51st person 
in line, sorry, you are out of 
luck. Houses of worship are 
limited to 50 attendees. The 

size of the building doesn’t 
matter. Nor does it matter if 
you wear a mask and keep 
more than six feet away 
from everybody else. And it 
doesn’t matter if the building 
is carefully sanitized before 
and after a service. The state’s 
message is, ‘Forget about 
worship and head for the slot 
machines or maybe a Cirque 
du Soleil show.’” 

These justices demon-
strate that what we’re not 
dealing with is not impera-
tive decisions to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19, the 
super-saturation of ICUs and 
the ensuing suffering and 
death of thousands each day. 
We’re dealing with baldly 
unconstitutional discrim-
ination against religious 
believers and their houses of 
worship. And it seems, with 
the confirmation of Justice 
Amy Barrett, that such un-
disguised bias will no longer 
be countenanced. 

That leaves the Church 
in a position now to do what 
it should have been doing 
from the beginning: taking a 
leading Spiritual and moral 
role in response to the crisis, 
helping to guide and aug-
ment people’s prayer, form-
ing them in the courage and 
compassion needed to care 
perseveringly for those in 
need, educating and ani-
mating the young, bringing 
people into communion — if 
even socially-distanced or 
virtually — to overcome in-
jurious isolation, and assist-
ing everyone to find meaning 
in suffering and even death. 

When crises come, the 
Church is not supposed to 
cower on the sidelines, seem-
ingly useless. Catholics are 
called, rather, individually 
and organically, to unleash 
our God-given competencies 
and charisms, and to make 
the Eucharist we humbly 
receive consequential. 

Now is the occasion to 
make up for lost time.  

Anchor columnist 
Father Roger Landry can be 
contacted at fatherlandry@
catholicpreaching.com.

Acting on lessons learned
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As we celebrate the Blessed Mother this week, on Tuesday under her title of the 
Immaculate Conception (patroness of the United States) and on Saturday as Our 
Lady of Guadalupe (patroness of all America, as declared by St. John Paul II), we 
need to ask for her help in fighting two urgent battles here in Massachusetts attack-
ing human life.

In one of those battles, the future looks grim. Although many Catholics and 
other people with good will have urged politicians to vote otherwise, the ROE Act, 
which would enshrine the “right” to have an abortion in our Commonwealth in an 
extreme way, has been passed by the House of Representatives and the Senate up on 
Beacon Hill. The remaining things that we can do is contact the office of Governor 
Charlie Baker and urge him to use his line-item veto power against the ROE legisla-
tion and then contact our representatives and senators and ask them to sustain the 
governor’s veto.

The voicemail at the governor’s office has been overwhelmed and is not taking 
any new messages (at the time of the writing of this editorial), but you can email the 
governor’s office at https://www.mass.gov/forms/email-the-governors-office. On that 
page, below the area where you give your information (so that the governor’s office 
knows where you live in the state), there is a box entitled “This is a” and then you 
select “Comment.” Right below that there is a box entitled “Category.” There select 
“Other.” Next you have a box (“Message”) for you to write to the governor urging 
him to veto this measure.

In terms of what arguments to use in your message, you can get some ideas from 
what the bishops of Massachusetts, including our bishop, Most Rev. Edgar M. da 
Cunha, S.D.V., wrote on November 11.  They noted that this legislation would make  
abortion “an option under certain circumstances for the full term of the pregnancy. 
In addition, current law requires a young woman under the age of 18 years old to 
gain the consent of a parent, guardian or the court to have an abortion. The amend-
ment under consideration would decrease the age of consent to 16 years old. In its 
simplest terms, a 16 or 17 year old girl would be deprived of the guidance and sup-
port of an adult at the time of making this life-changing decision.” The current law 
requires a minor in those circumstances to get the approval of a judge, should she not 
want to discuss this life-changing (and life-ending) procedure with her parents. That 
small impediment to getting an abortion would be eliminated.

The bishops also noted that in this legislation, “[A]lthough life-supporting equip-
ment would be required to be in the room for abortions performed after 24 weeks, 
the specific language in the amendment is nuanced enough that the physician would 
not be required to use the equipment. Specifically, it would ‘enable’ the physician 
performing the abortion to take appropriate steps, in keeping with good medical 
practice to preserve the life and health of a live birth and the patient.” In other words, 
if the doctor did not succeed in killing the child in the womb, he or she would not be 
required to save the baby outside of the womb. A movie, “Gosnell: The Trial of Amer-
ica’s Biggest Serial Killer,” came out in 2018, sharing the story of Dr. Kermit Gosnell, 
who went to jail in part for not offering such life-saving care. If this law passes, what 
he did would be legal in Massachusetts.

Meanwhile, at the end of human life, there is a push (again) in the state legislature 
to legalize assisted suicide, through the “End of Life Options Act.” We at The Anchor 
get all sorts of emails offering us story ideas. A coalition of three groups in favor of 
this act wrote to us this week, saying that they “urge Lawmakers to Pass Bill During 
Post-Election Session.” Often groups do this, pointing out to the representatives and 
senators that their next election is two years away. Thus, the voters might forget what 
they did right now, especially with Christmas and the pandemic distracting every-
one.

The email from groups urging “compassion” and “death with dignity” quoted a 
Boston Globe editorial from last Sunday. “Eight years ago, Massachusetts voters de-
feated a proposal to allow terminally ill patients to end their lives on their own terms, 
as opposed to in the excruciating pain and indignity that can mark their last days. A 
bill to legalize the practice is now before the Committee on Health Care Financing.”

The Massachusetts Catholic Conference (the organizational arm of the four Mas-
sachusetts dioceses) website states, “With regard to the topic of care for the dying, the 
basic principles of Catholic teaching are often misunderstood.  Because the Church 
opposes both euthanasia and assisted suicide, it is often said that we believe that all 
possible measures should be used to keep individuals alive.   This is decidedly not 
the case.   Individuals and caregivers have a responsibility to preserve human life 
through care and medical science.   However, this responsibility has moral limits.   
Extraordinary means that may not alleviate the underlying condition and may ex-
cessively burden the patient are not obligatory.  Moral decisions about the extent of 
care should be made in terms of the benefit that may be offered and the burdens that 
may be imposed, assisted by the medical professional’s judgments and a person’s 
sense of what is appropriate.”

Pope Francis last June approved a document from the Congregation for the Doc-
trine of the Faith which reiterated the Church’s opposition to assisted suicide. Enti-
tled “Samaritanus Bonus: on the care of persons in the critical and terminal phases of 
life,” the document begins, “The Good Samaritan who goes out of his way to aid an 
injured man (cf. Lk 10:30-37) signifies Jesus Christ Who encounters man in need of 
Salvation and cares for his wounds and suffering with ‘the oil of consolation and the 
wine of hope.’ He is the physician of souls and bodies, ‘the faithful witness’ (Rev 3:14) 
of the Divine Salvific presence in the world. How to make this message concrete 
today? How to translate it into a readiness to accompany a suffering person in the 
terminal stages of life in this world, and to offer this assistance in a way that respects 
and promotes the intrinsic human dignity of persons who are ill, their vocation to 
holiness, and thus the highest worth of their existence?”

The document then fleshes out how Christians are to compassionately accom-
pany people in this fragile moment towards the end of their earthly journey. Physi-
cian-assisted suicide would take that journey out of God’s hands and make the doc-
tors “gods.” Please keep an eye out for this legislation, urge your representatives and 
senators to vote against it (should it get out of committee), and pray for your elected 
officials (especially the Catholic ones) to understand how Christ came to bring us 
life.

Life under attack in Massachusetts
Editorial

Daily Readings † December 19 - January 1, 2021
Sat. Dec. 19, Jgs 13:2-7,24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a,5-6ab,16-17; Lk 1:5-25. Sun. Dec. 20, Fourth 
Sunday of Advent, 2 Sm 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16; Ps 89:2-5,27,29; Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38. 
Mon. Dec. 21, Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3,11-12,20-21; Lk 1:39-45. Tue. Dec. 22, 
1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1,4-8abcd; Lk 1:46-56. Wed. Dec. 23, Mal 3:1-4,23-24; Ps 25:4-5ab,8-
10,14; Lk 1:57-66. Thu. Dec. 24, 2 Sm 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16; Ps 89:2-5,27,29; Lk 1:67-79. Fri. 
Dec. 25, The Nativity of the Lord, Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5,16-17,27,29; Acts 13:16-17,22-
25; Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25. Midnight: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-3,11-13; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14. Dawn: 
Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1,6,11-12; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20. Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 
1:1-18 or 1:1-5,9-14. 
Sat. Dec. 26 Acts 6:8-10;7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4,6 8ab,16bc,17; Mt 10:17-22. Sun. Dec. 27, 
Holy Family, Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3 or Sir 3:2-6,12-14; Ps 105:1-6,8-9; Heb 11:8,11-12,17-19 or 
Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17; Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22,39-40. Mon. Dec. 28, 1 Jn 1:5—2:2; Ps 124:2-
5,7b-8; Mt 2:13-18. Tue. Dec. 29, 1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-2a,2b-3,5b-6; Lk 2:22-35. Wed. Dec. 
30, 1 Jn 2:12-17; Ps 96:7-8a,8b-10; Lk 2:36-40. Thu. Dec. 31, 1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2,11-13; 
Jn 1:1-18. Fri. Jan. 1, Solemnity of Mary the Holy Mother of God, Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-
3,5,6,8; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21.
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to have been given this award,” 
said Galo of the Falmouth recog-
nition. “We were definitely sur-
prised when we found out that we 
had won! We were not sure how 
many people were nominated or 
if they were giving everyone who 
was nominated an award, so when 
we found out that we had won 
and not just given an honorable 
mention, it was a very pleasant 
surprise. 

“Overall, I am just very happy 
for the success of our Faith Forma-
tion program and to be recognized 
for all the hard work that we have 
put in over the past few months in 
making sure that this can be the 
best program we can be. Utilizing 
technology in creative ways has al-
ways been something I have been 
passionate about, so to have the 
opportunity to incorporate this 
passion into our Faith Formation 
program (and to be recognized 
for that creative opportunity), has 
certainly been a blessing. It is my 
hope to continue to improve upon 
this program and make it even 
better for the families that partici-
pate in it.”

The Parish Excellence Summit 
is an annual gathering of parish 
priests, staff members, volunteers 
and leaders in Catholic ministry, 
to share ideas and insights others 
can bring back to their own par-
ishes to continue the mission.

The Award Selection Commit-
tees researched each of the parish 
nominees to select the winners.

The awards were sponsored by 
Unbound, an organization which 
partners with families living in 
poverty, empowering them to 
become self-sufficient and fulfill 
their desired potential.

This year, because of COVID 
restriction, the summit was held 
online. It was a five-day event 
with more than 40 knowledgeable 
speakers covering myriad topics 
relating to parish practices.

Each day had four hours of 
talks and between each session, 
award-winners in 16 categories 
were announced.

Focusing on assisting parish-
es, the speakers included those 
from national apostolates such as 
CatholicFundraiser.net, Ascension 
Press, Our Sunday Visitor, Francis-
can University and Life Teen; from 
archdioceses and dioceses, includ-
ing Michael Lavigne, from “Faith 
at Home,” from the Boston Arch-
diocese; and from parishes across 
the country, including members of 
the national Catholic Leadership 
Institute, Scot Landry of Parish 
Excellence in the Boston area, and 
Father Michael Najim from St. 
Pius X Parish in Westerly, R.I.

Topics included: Offertory re-
covery and retention — inspiring 
generosity during difficult times; 
Live-streaming best practices to 

improve broadcast quality and 
increase participation; Strategies 
for increasing parishioner engage-
ment through media; Real exam-
ples of life-changing outreach to 
parishioners and beyond; Strategy 
planning in the midst of uncer-
tainty; Executing impactful Faith 
Formation virtuality; Adjusting to 
an accelerating rate of change; and 
Winning parishioners back after 
the shutdown.

All of these a far cry from what 
the original 11 Apostles faced 
and overcame when first commis-
sioned by Christ.

“We have found great interest 
and involvement by families,” add-
ed Msgr. Avila. “For me, having 
the Mass as the center of Faith 
Formation allows families to grow 

in their faith together. I see great 
potential for Faith Formation even 
after the pandemic.” 

“We are grateful for this great 
honor, but I truly believe that we 
do it for the glory of God and for 
the love of our people and not 
for recognitions or awards,” said 
Father Mello.

Highlights of both announce-
ments can be found on the Parish 
Excellence Summit website at par-
ishexcellence.com and click on Par-
ish Excellence Awards and on the 
Parish Excellence Facebook page.

The Falmouth announcement, 
made by Scot Landry, is found on 
the Day 4 video at the 11:18 mark; 
and the St. Michael announce-
ment, also by Landry, is found on 
Day 5 video at the 6:42 mark.

8 Continued from page three
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By John E. Kearns Jr.
Director, Diocesan  

Office of Communications

FALL RIVER — For-
ty-seven young persons 
were recognized by the Fall 
River Diocese for service 
to their parish in a cere-
mony on Tuesday evening, 
December 1, that became 
virtual this year because of 
the pandemic.

The annual Pope St. 
Pius X Youth Awards cer-
emony was shared online 
using Zoom communica-
tions video technology, and 
the award recipients, their 
families and friends, and 
the pastors who nominated 
them were invited to partic-
ipate. 

In the context of the 
ceremony, Bishop Edgar M. 
da Cunha, S.D.V., blessed 
the award medals, led a 
brief prayer service and 
spoke to the award recip-

ients, thanking them for 
their dedicated service and 
pointing out that the future 
of the Church depends 
on their commitment and 
leadership.

As the name of each re-
cipient was read in the vir-
tual presentation ceremony, 
a slide with their photo and 
parish was featured on-
screen along with a quote 
from their pastor highlight-
ing their contributions to 
the parish.

The award medals will 
be conferred to recipients 
in their own parishes at 
some point in the coming 
weeks.

Named for the pontiff 
who created the Fall River 
Diocese in 1904, the Pope 
St. Pius X Youth Award 
recognizes the commitment 
and selflessness of teens 
towards Christ, the Catho-
lic Church, and their local 

parish community. It was 
presented for the first time 
in 2001.

Award recipients are 
active in a variety of minis-
tries and programs within 
their parishes. Some are 
lectors, special ministers of 
Holy Communion, teachers 
in parish Religious Edu-
cation programs; others 
are altar servers, leaders in 
youth groups, and members 
of retreat teams.

Pope St. Pius X Youth 
Award recipients must have 
already received the Sacra-
ment of Confirmation, be at 
least a sophomore in high 
school and not older than 19. 

Those honored with the 
2020 Pope St. Pius X Youth 
Award and their parishes 
are listed by deanery.

Attleboro Deanery
Dereck W. Bamford, 

St. Mary Parish, Norton; 
Adam T. Bertrand, 
Transfiguration of the Lord 
Parish, North Attleboro; 
Hannah Caouette, Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel 
Parish, Seekonk; Philip J. 
Hanifin, Our Lady Queen 
of Martyrs Parish, Seekonk; 
Daniel J. Hasenfus, St. 
John the Evangelist Parish, 
Attleboro; Tizia Hernandez 
and Tiziana Hernandez, St. 
Theresa of the Child Jesus 
Parish, South Attleboro; 
John Mahoney, St. Vincent 
de Paul Parish, Attleboro; 
Mary E. Muldoon and 

Paden L. Palanza, St. Mary 
Parish, Mansfield.

Cape Cod Deanery
Colin A. Braley, St. 

Margaret Parish, Buzzards 
Bay; Waverly S. Brannigan, 
St. Mary-Our Lady of the 
Isle Parish, Nantucket; 
Kaitlyn Bresnahan, Our 
Lady of Victory Parish, 
Centerville; Julia D. 
DiPreta, St. Pius X Parish, 
South Yarmouth; Edward 
J. Geishecker, St. Patrick 
Parish, Falmouth; John J. 
Harney, Christ the King 
Parish, Mashpee; Rhyanna 
Hatch, Our Lady of the 
Cape Parish, Brewster; 
Timothy P. Lang, St. 
Elizabeth Seton Parish, 
North Falmouth; Michael 
Van Neste, St. Anthony 
Parish, East Falmouth; and 
Sarah E. Wall, Holy Trinity 
Parish, West Harwich.

Fall River Deanery
David Abgrab, Espirito 

Santo Parish, Fall River; 
Michael J. Banalewicz, 
St. Stanislaus Parish, Fall 
River; Devin A. Baptista, 
St. John the Evangelist 
Parish, Westport; Sarah 
G. Carreiro, Santo 
Christo Parish, Fall River; 
Jacqueline DaPonte, Good 
Shepherd Parish, Fall River; 
Emily A. DeFreitas, St. 
George Parish, Westport; 
Ethan A. Medeiros, St. 
Joseph Parish, Fall River; 
Tatiana U. Miranda, 
Cathedral of St. Mary of 

the Assumption Parish, Fall 
River; Sonja Morin, Holy 
Name Parish, Fall River; 
Rachel B. Ochoa, St. John 
of God Parish, Somerset; 
Lucas Sousa, St. Michael 
Parish, Fall River; and Jack 
T. Wilson, St. Dominic 
Parish, Swansea.

New Bedford Deanery
Brendan Alexander, 

St. Francis Xavier Parish, 
Acushnet; Zyre Andrade, 
St. Lawrence Martyr Parish, 
New Bedford; Sean M. Carr, 
Holy Name of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus Parish, New 
Bedford; Madison Costa, St. 
Joseph Parish, Fairhaven; 
Lucas A. Da Costa, St. Julie 
Billiart Parish, Dartmouth; 
Adam Fonseca, Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel Parish, 
New Bedford; Natalia 
L. Moulding, St. Patrick 
Parish, Wareham; Joseph R. 
Paulo, St. John Neumann 
Parish, East Freetown; 
Noah Pollard, St. Francis of 
Assisi Parish, New Bedford; 
Audra L Saucier, St. Mary 
Parish, Fairhaven; and 
Heidi L. Seddan, St. Mary 
Parish, Dartmouth.

Taunton Deanery
Gisele DePina-Teixeira, 

Holy Family Parish, 
East Taunton; Joseph D. 
DiCorpo, St. Ann Parish, 
Raynham; Colin O’Leary, 
St. Nicholas of Myra Parish, 
North Dighton; and Lillian 
Sanpietro, Holy Cross 
Parish, Easton.

Young faithful acknowledged for service to Church

A screenshot of Bishop Edgar M. da Cunha, S.D.V., hosting the recent St. Pius X 
Youth Award presentations. (Photo by John E. Kearns Jr.)
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NEW BEDFORD 
— Stacy Gillard, the sec-
ond-grade teacher at Holy 
Family-Holy Name School 
in New Bedford, shared 
with The Anchor that one 
of her students, Juliana 
Melo, had expressed sad-
ness and empathy for those 
living in nursing homes 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Gillard said Melo ex-
plained to her classmates 
how the residents must 
be wheeled outside or 
wheeled to the window to 
visit with loved ones and 
with the colder weather 
approaching, this will not 
be doable for much longer.

Melo felt bad that these 
residents are unable to 
spend the holidays with 

their families and suggest-
ed her classmates do some-
thing to cheer them up. 

Melo and her fellow 
second-graders put their 
heads together and decided 
to decorate holiday wreaths 
and donate them to the 
Royal Nursing Home of 
Fairhaven, where a relative 
works. 

“We received dona-
tions of hundreds of items 
of decor, and spent two 
hours recently, assembling 
wreaths,” Gillard said. 
“They were picked up and 
then donated to the res-
idents of the nursing home.

“I hope my students’ 
act of kindness can help 
inspire others to do some-
thing generous this holiday 
season.”

New Bedford second-grader rallies classmates to 
provide cheer to area nursing home residents

Second-graders at Holy Family-Holy Name School in New Bedford were recently inspired by a classmate, Juliana Melo, to think about 
ways to provide holiday cheer to area nursing home residents who cannot be with their families this year because of the pandemic. The 
students created holiday wreaths for them. The sign accompanying the group of students reads, “COVID can’t mask our calling to give 
back.”

Visit the Diocese of 
Fall River website at: 
fallriverdiocese.org
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A subscription to the                      would 
make a wonderful gift for a loved one, 
a friend, or yourself. It’s a publication 
that provides a Spiritual uplift and keeps 
Catholics connected to our Church — 
locally and beyond.

If you are not already a 
subscriber or are interested in 
giving an Anchor subscription 

as a gift, please consider 
subscribing for $29/year at 

www.fallriverdiocese.org/
subscribe or mailing a check 

to: Anchor Press, P.O. Box 318, 
Congers, N.Y., 10920.

FALL RIVER — On 
Sunday, November 29, 
history was made when Re-
gina Rose Collura of Troop 
2019 Westport, sponsored 
by the Rotary Club of Fall 
River, received her Eagle 
Scout rank at a celebration 
at White’s of Westport. 
Collura is the first female 
to achieve the rank of Eagle 
Scout for the Narragansett 
Council, Boy Scouts of 
America, and part of the 
first class of female Eagle 
Scouts across the U.S.

“I went on a journey 
that changed my life,” Col-
lura said. “It was filled with 
struggles and triumphs. 
When I had the slightest 
feeling of doubt, there were 
five people there to tell me 
I could keep going and mo-
tivated me. They helped me 

see the finish line when it 
got blurry and never let me 
stray away from the Scout 
Oath and Law.

“I challenge every girl 
to step outside their com-
fort zone. Go out and do 
something that scares you. 
I never thought I’d be in the 
Order of the Arrow, never 
mind an Eagle Scout. But 
here I am, 18 months later 
saying ‘I did it,’ and I know 
you can do it to. When you 
put your mind to it, you 
can do anything. Nothing 
is too far away if you reach 
for it.”

Prior to her Eagle cel-
ebration, Collura received 
her Catholic religious 
award, the Ad Altare Dei, at 
a Mass celebrated by pastor, 
Father Jay Maddock at 
Holy Name Church in Fall 

River.
“Regina and her family 

are members of Holy Name 
Parish,” Father Maddock 

told The Anchor. “She has 
been an altar server with us 
for a few years and, prior 
to that, was a server at the 
former St. Bernadette’s 
Parish.  We were happy 
that Regina, her family and 
some friends were present 
at our Mass last Sunday 
and I was able to bless the 
Eagle Scout insignia which 
Regina would receive later 
on that day.  

“I was also able to bless 
for her the Ad Altare Dei 
Medal, which she also 
earned.  It is the highest 
religious award given in 
Scouting. It was also an his-
toric day as Regina became 
a member of the first group 
of young women to become 

Holy Name parishioner becomes first female Eagle Scout in Narragansett Council
Eagle Scouts in the Narra-
gansett Council of Scouts 
which covers Southeastern 
Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island.”

Females were first wel-
comed into the Scouts BSA 
Program for youth, age 
11-18, on Feb. 1, 2019 after 
more than 100 years of an 
all-male history. 

“I became a scout in a 
BSA Troop — Troop 2019 
Westport sponsored by the 
Rotary Club of Fall River 
on the first day that young 
women were officially 
welcomed into the Scouts 
BSA program. In May 2019, 
I was the first female in the 
Narragansett Council to 
complete my Order of the 
Arrow (OA) ordeal through 
the Scouts BSA program — 
with a broken foot. 

“On August 27, I filled 
out my last blue card for 
my 72nd merit badge. I sit 
here able to say that I am 
in the first class of female 
Eagle Scouts across the U.S. 
and the first female Eagle 
Scout in the Narragansett 
Council.”

Collura had to sprint 
to fulfill all the require-
ments for her goal in the 
short time she had. Besides 
reaching the Rank of Eagle 
and being elected to the 
Order of the Arrow, she is 
in the camping honor soci-

ety for the BSA; was a staff 
member for the National 
Youth Leadership Training 
Course after successfully 
completing the week-long 
training; trained to become 
a “Leave No Trace” trainer; 
and earned 72 merit badg-
es for a total of 10 Eagle 
Palms. 

In addition, Collura was 
the Senior Patrol Leader for 
the troop until leaving for 
college in August. She now 
serves as the Junior Assis-
tant Scoutmaster. She also 
attended the World Jam-
boree at the Summit Scout 
Reservation in West Virgin-
ia in 2019 and will attend 
the rescheduled National 
Jamboree in 2022.

“The last year-and-a-
half have been an incredible 
journey. I have met people 
that will forever hold a big 
part of my life. I met my 
best friend and troop-mate, 
Liz, and countless adults 
that motivated me. I went 
on a journey that changed 
my life. It was filled with 
struggles and triumphs.

“To my family, thank 
you for everything. Thank 
you for pushing me to work 
harder when I thought that 
I couldn’t. Thank you for 
guiding me and being my 
support system. To troop 
2019 & fellow Scouters I’ve 
met along the way, thank 
you for your leadership and 
assistance. I couldn’t have 
done it without you. You 
kept me going and never let 
me fall behind.

“Proudly, I say that it’s 
time to fly high!”

Collura is a 2020 
graduate of Bishop Stang 
High School in North 
Dartmouth, and currently 
attends Springfield College 
in its five-year Master’s pro-
gram for Athletic Training.
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More than 75 years 
ago as a young-

ster in the fourth grade I 
came across the following 
paragraph which caught my 
attention and interest:

Promulgating your eso-
teric cogitations or articulat-
ing your superficial senti-
mentalities, beware of jejune 
bafflement. Let your extem-
poraneous verbal emissions 
demonstrate a clarified 
conciseness and a complete 
comprehensibility, shun 
double entendre. In other 
words, say what you mean 
and don’t use big words.

Less than 40 years ago, 
I saw that entire paragraph 
summarized in a two-word 
bumper sticker: Eschew ob-
fuscation. A lady to whom 
I mentioned this laughed 
and said that she had those 
words as a desk ornament 
when she worked in the 
seat of all American obfus-
cation, a government office 
in Washington, D.C.

Normally speaking, that 
is good advice, but it is not 
always appropriate advice. 
For example, speaking ex-
actly what is on your mind 
can make a tense situation 
even more dangerous and 
violent. Also, plain talk 
would lose the richness of 
allusion, metaphor, simile, 
other figures of speech and 
of poetry.

What goes for authors, 
goes for readers as well. For 
example, if I were to write 
that the bear was encroach-
ing on my cousin’s home in 
the Crimea, would I mean 
a forest animal, or would 
I mean the nation Russia? 
What is more, translations 
put another filter with the 
possibility of more mis-
interpretations between 
authors and readers. Clear-
ly, the interpretation and 
understanding of texts that 
are important in our lives 

may need guidance and 
input from authorities in 
various fields. As an exam-
ple, the United States Con-
stitution is authoritatively 
given interpretation by the 
Supreme Court. I shall now 
give a few concrete exam-
ples how all this applies to 
the Bible.

Since the Bible was 
written in several ancient 
languages and within 
social, legal and political 
circumstances that were 
far different from ours, the 
words of Scripture may 
either facilitate or 
hinder our own 
understanding. 
The first example I 
offer is taken from 
the first chapter of 
Genesis, the first 
book of the Bible.

Genesis re-
flects on the Mes-
opotamian view 
of the world, but within the 
context of one God. The 
Mesopotamian story of 
beginnings is found with-
in an ancient story called 
Enuma Elish. This story 
has the world developing 
haphazardly out of conflict 
between various gods. In 
contrast, the Israelite ver-
sion has the world created 
according to a plan by one 
God. If we put the two sto-
ries side by side, we see that 
the Biblical account follows 
the Mesopotamian order 
of creation, but according 
to a plan and within the 
context of the perfect work 
unit, a week. This was the 
Mesopotamian seven-day 
week, not the Egyptian 10-
day week. I shall emphasize 
the word work and make 
use of the synonym task. 
The events of this perfect 
work week are task orient-
ed, not time oriented. We 
should not think in terms 
of 24-hour days, but rather 

a theological plan of six 
units of creation which pro-
duced the entire universe. 
If we thus divorce creation 
from the constraints of 
time, there is no barrier to 
the possibility of embracing 
both the theological and 
scientific view of origins. 
The plan which is theo-
logically expressed in the 
perfect work week is sci-
entifically expressed in the 
laws of physics, chemistry 
and biology. Think how 
much rancor and animosity 
could have been avoided by 

recognizing the days of cre-
ation as being task oriented 
instead of time oriented.

The first words of Gen-
esis in our modern lan-
guages are taken from the 
Greek Septuagent (LXX), 
not the Hebrew Bible (MT), 
that is, In the beginning, and 
not, When God set about 
to create. In fact, time and 
again the New Testament 
Greek quotes the Old 
Testament Greek, not the 
MT. This tells us that the 
first generations of Chris-
tians accepted the LXX as 
authoritative. Now LXX 
contains the books we call 
deuterocanonical. These 
books are generally rejected 
by Protestant Christians, 
endorsing the MT which 
was copied and published 
between the seventh and 
10th centuries. What we 
call the deuterocanonical 
books, they call the apocry-
pha, and assign those books 
lesser value and authority.

My next example comes 
from a parable of the Lord 
found in Matthew (Mt 5:13 
and the somewhat parallel 
Mk 9:50 and Lk 14:34). The 
parable has to do with salt, 
salt of the earth. In my local 
supermarket I find iodized 
salt, plain salt, Kosher salt, 
rock salt, sea salt, but not 
salt of the earth. That is 
because salt of the earth is a 
metaphor, not a substance. 
As used today, this meta-
phor is a positive statement 
about the moral character 
of a person. As Jesus used 

the phrase it did 
refer to a substance 
and was more than 
likely a negative 
comment and 
should be translat-
ed earth salt. Earth 
salt is the poor 
man’s salt. It is salt 
that is scraped up 
from salt flats or the 

shore of the Dead Sea. This 
salt is mixed with gypsum, 
silt, and many other impu-
rities. We can be sure this 
is the salt Jesus spoke of 
when He comments that 
if it loses saltiness, it is 
good for nothing but to be 
thrown out and trampled 
underfoot. When the flavor 
leaches out of a bag of earth 
salt, it can be strewn on the 
path to your house to kill 
weeds and keep down the 
dust. The disciples were 
reminded by Jesus that they 
were not perfect and had 
to be vigilant lest the good 
aspects of their lives be 
washed away.

While the paragraph 
I quoted at the beginning 
warned about double enten-
dre, sometimes the human 
authors of Scripture used 
it to advantage as a teach-
ing tool. No one should be 
disturbed if I should point 
out that the story aspect of 
Jesus’ parables was fiction, 

a teaching tool. It is possi-
ble, and probable, that the 
evangelists did the same 
for teaching purposes. In 
chapter three of the Fourth 
Gospel, we have the author 
teaching about Baptism 
by reporting an interview 
between Jesus and Nicode-
mus. In the course of this 
interview, a Greek word 
is used, anothen which 
has two quite different 
meanings, “from above,” or 
“again.” The only language 
in use in the area at that 
time which has this ambi-
guity is Greek. Therefore, 
either Jesus and Nicode-
mus who was a ruler of the 
Jews, were speaking Greek, 
which is most unlikely, or 
the reported conversation 
was contrived by the evan-
gelist to make use of the 
double entendre in teach-
ing. Clearly Nicodemus is 
shown as understanding 
the word to mean “again,” 
and uses a circumlocution 
instead of repeating anoth-
en. Later in the same chap-
ter the evangelist has Jesus 
use the word in a phrase 
that clearly means “from 
above,” “The One Who 
comes ‘from above’ is above 
all” (Jn 3:31). By this dou-
ble entendre, John teaches 
that the life given in Bap-
tism is an action of God, 
not of man. As an action of 
God from above, this new 
birth may be accomplished 
for infants by their parents. 
Infants cannot personally 
participate in Baptism even 
as they could not in their 
own physical birth.

I hope these insights 
are useful to you. Other 
examples will be given in 
Part II.

Father Buote is a 
retired priest of the Dio-
cese of Fall River and a 
frequent contributor to The 
Anchor.

GuestGuest
ColumnistColumnist
Father Martin Father Martin 

BuoteBuote

Words to clear — Words to cloud
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Focus on church YouthFocus on church Youth

HYANNIS —  Lucy 
Foran will inaugurate St. 
John Paul II High School 
and St. Francis Xavier 
Preparatory School’s first 
direct services special ed-
ucation program, effective 
with the 2020-2021 school 
year. Foran returns to the 
Cape from Florida, where 
she served as principal of 
Academie da Vinci Charter 
School (Dunedin, Fla.). 
Previously, she held the po-
sitions of program director 
and director of Education 
at Latham Centers (Brew-
ster). 

She is a graduate of 
Bridgewater State Univer-
sity (M.A., clinical psy-

Lucy Foran named JPII/SFXP’s Lucy Foran named JPII/SFXP’s 
first Special Education Coordinatorfirst Special Education Coordinator

chology), Lesley Univer-
sity (M.Ed), and Stonehill 
College (B.A., psycholo-
gy), and has completed 
advanced coursework in 
Special Education Ad-
ministration at American 
International College. 
Foran holds Massachusetts 

certifications in Special 
Education Administra-
tion and Moderate Special 
Needs (five to 12).

“I am very excited to 

begin working with the 
students and families to 
bring direct special edu-
cation services to St. John 
Paul II and St. Francis 
Xavier Prep,” said Foran. 
“I’m extremely impressed 
with the dedication and 
knowledge of the profes-

sional team members I’ve 
met and looking forward 
to the new school year.”

Catholic schools are 
long-known for academic 
excellence and strong col-
lege and university prepa-
ration, yet over the last 
decade, Catholic schools 
have made great strides 
in providing accommo-
dations for students with 
learning disabilities and 
other special needs. Under 

Foran’s direction, St. John 
Paul II High School and 
St. Francis Xavier Prepa-
ratory School will offer 
full-time direct special 
education services that will 
allow even more students 
to benefit from a Catholic 
schools’ unique environ-

ment and culture.
“Catholic schools are 

special places that should 
be open to all types of 
learners. With small class 
sizes and kind, flexible 
teachers, we do an excel-
lent job making accom-
modations. Now with 
this new program, direct 
services will be delivered at 
school as part of the school 
program and staff,” stated 
Christopher W. Keavy, 
school president. Current-
ly, 11 percent of St. Francis 
Xavier and St. John Paul II 
students have learning dif-
ferences and will be assist-
ed by this new program.

This initiative joins 
broader efforts by faith-
based schools to increase 

access to special education 
services for religious school 
students. For example, St. 
John Paul II High School 
and St. Francis Xavier Pre-
paratory School supports 
Project Access, which is 
a coalition of faith-based 
non-public schools whose 
mission is to advocate for 
public resources to support 
non-public school students, 
such as special education 
services. This coalition will 
also ensure that non-public 
students in Massachusetts 
access the state and federal 
programs to which they are 
entitled even though their 
parents choose to send their 
children to non-public 
schools.

“Special education ser-
vices will have a profound 
impact on the success and 
achievement of students 
with learning differences. 
The additional support will 
provide students with the 
tools needed to be suc-
cessful and to reach their 
full academic potential,” 
explained Elizabeth Kelley, 
St. Francis Xavier Prepa-
ratory School principal. 
St. John Paul II princi-
pal Mona Lisa Valentino 
agreed, “We are excited to 
provide this new resource 
for our students, which is 
rooted in the spirit of our 
mission to serve all God’s 
children,” she said.

St. Francis Xavier 
Preparatory School (grades 
5-8) and St. John Paul II 
High School form one 
grades five through 12 
Catholic school serving 
Cape Cod, Canal region, 
and South Shore families.

“Catholic schools are special places that should be open to all types 
of learners. With small class sizes and kind, flexible teachers, we do an 
excellent job making accommodations. Now with this new program, di-
rect services will be delivered at school as part of the school program and 
staff,” stated Christopher W. Keavy, school president.
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Diocese of Fall River TV Mass
on the Portuguese Channel

Sunday, December 20 at 7 p.m.
Broadcast from Our Lady of Mount 

Carmel Church in New Bedford

Diocese of Fall River TV Mass
on the Portuguese Channel

Sunday, December 13 at 7 p.m.
Broadcast from St. Francis Xavier 

Church in East Providence

Diocese of Fall River TV Mass
on WLNE Channel 6

Sunday, December 13 at 11:00 a.m.

Celebrant is Father Timothy 
N. Mouton, C.S.C., Director 
of First-Year Experience and 
Leadership Development at 

Stonehill College

Sunday, December 20 at 11:00 a.m.

Celebrant is Father Daniel 
M. Nunes, Parochial Vicar 

at Holy Name Parish in Fall 
River

BRAINTREE — Cath-
erine Ann (Brennock) 
Harrington, age 89, of 
Braintree, passed away on 
November 30 at the home 
of her daughter, Marianne. 

Kay, as her friends 
called her, was a first 
generation American and 
the second eldest child of 
John and Agnus (Power) 
Brennock of New Found-
land, Canada, who married 

after arriving in the United 
States. 

Agnus died in child-
birth when Kay was only 
five years old leaving her 
father, who was a fisherman 
by trade, with four children 
under the age of seven to 
care for. Through Catholic 
Charities, Mr. Brennock 
was able to find homes for 
his children to live at while 
he was out at sea, visiting 

them when he returned 
every couple of weeks. 

Born and raised in 
South Boston and Dorches-
ter, Kay attended parochial 
schools and graduated 
from Monsignor Ryan 
High School of St. Margaret 
Parish. In 1952 she mar-
ried her husband Maurice 
“Bucky” Harrington, with 
whom she shared 47 years. 
Then in 1965, Kay and 
Bucky moved to Braintree, 
where they raised their 
seven children. 

A lifelong Catholic, Kay 
was a devoted parishioner 
of St. Thomas More Church 
and an active member of 
the Sodality of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, serving for a 
time as its Prefect. Always 
willing to help those in 
need, for years Kay pre-
pared and served home 
cooked meals to female 
residents of the Pine Street 

Inn of Boston. She was also 
an active member of the 
parish Pro-Life group and 
a faithful contributor to 
Friends of the Unborn, a 
maternity home and pro-
gram for pregnant women 
in need of shelter and sup-
port located in Quincy.

 For many years Kay 
traveled to Washington 
D.C. to participate in the 
annual March for Life. 
After her children had 
grown up, Kay enjoyed 
very much serving as a 
home-maker health aid 
to women in Braintree. A 
devoted mother, Kay cher-
ished most of all spending 
time with her husband and 
children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren 
and her little darling dog 
”Buffy”. 

She is the beloved 
mother of Timothy and his 
wife Deanne of Charlotte, 

N.C.; Marianne Torney of 
Braintree; Father John P. 
Harrington of the Diocese 
of Fall River; Robert and 
his wife Kathleen of Plym-
outh; Daniel and his wife 
Marguerite of Pearl City, 
Ill.; Thomas and his wife 
Laura of Downers Grove, 
Ill.; and the late James Mi-
chael. She was predeceased 
by a sister, Phyllis Ryan, 
and brothers John and 
Robert Brennock.

She had 30 grandchil-
dren and 11 great-grand-
children. 

Her Funeral Mass was 
celebrated on December 7, 
at Immaculate Conception 
Church, East Weymouth 
Burial was in St. Joseph 
Cemetery, West Roxbury. 

Donations may be 
made in Kay’s memory to 
Friends of the Unborn, P.O. 
Box 692246, Quincy, Mass., 
02269.

Catherine Ann (Brennock) Harrington, mother of Father John P. HarringtonCatherine Ann (Brennock) Harrington, mother of Father John P. Harrington

Let’s move from “I” to 
“We”

We have lost a sense of 
mutuality in public life. 

Self-interest often out-
weighs concern for neigh-
bors.

The health of planet 
Earth has been neglected.

We do not have to con-
tinue down this dark path.

Let’s start by wearing 
masks, so that we don’t 
unwittingly expose others 
to COVID-19. This shows 
compassion for others and 
saves immense suffering. 
“What would Jesus do?” He 

would wear a mask. Let’s 
support businesses and 
people in need locally. 

Let’s listen carefully and 
value each other’s needs 
and hopes. As Pope Fran-
cis reminds us in his new 
encyclical Fratelli Tutti, we 
are all brothers and sisters. 
Let’s not take our democra-
cy for granted. We need a 
return to civil discourse and 
mutual respect. Freedom 
of expression should not 
aim to hurt others. We need 
to work cooperatively to 
address the many problems 
we face.

Let’s pay attention to 
Earth’s cries for help. Earth 
is our common lifeboat in 
the vacuum of space. We 
must wake up to the climate 
crisis, and take dramatic 
steps to shore up our life-
boat, or we will all perish.

Let’s change our attitude 
from “I” to “We” on the 
community, national and 
global levels.

Jane Griffin
Sheila Matthews

Elaine L’Etoile
Pax Christi

National Shrine of Our 
Lady of La Salette

Our readers respond

FAIRHAVEN — Our 
Lady’s Haven is pleased to 
announce that John Rogers 
has been named the new 
administrator of Our Lady’s 
Haven. 

Rogers, a resident 
of Somerset, has been a 
licensed social worker for 
more than 30 years and 

has always worked in the 
long-term care industry. 
For the past 25 years, he 
has primarily worked with 
individuals who suffer from 
Alzheimer’s disease, and 
other related dementias, 
and their families. 

Rogers has worked 
as the Alzheimer’s pro-

Our Lady’s Haven names new administratorOur Lady’s Haven names new administrator
gramming director in two 
different facilities. He is a 
dementia caregiver support 
group leader and has done 
this for more than 20 years.

He is a certified demen-
tia practitioner and was the 
assistant administrator of 
Catholic Memorial Home 
since June 2016.
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Please pray for these priests and deacons during the coming weeks:

Dec. 19
Permanent Deacon Eugene L. Orosz, 1988
Permanent Deacon Maurice LaValle, 2007
Rev. Gabriel (William) Healy, SS.CC., 2015

Dec. 20
Rev. Manuel S. Travassos, Pastor, Espirito Santo, Fall River, 

1953
Rev. John A. Janson, OFM, Missionary in Brazil, 1996
Rev. William J. Heffron, SS.CC., 2017

Dec. 21
Rev. Henri J. Charest, Pastor, St. Mathieu, Fall River, 1968
Rev. Manuel M. Resendes, Retired Pastor, Our Lady of 

Lourdes, Taunton, 1985
Rev. Laureano C. dos Reis, Retired Pastor, St. Anthony of 

Padua, Fall River, 1989

Dec. 22
Rev. Adriano Moniz, Retired Pastor, Our Lady of Angels, Fall 

River, 1964
Rev. Armand P. Paradis, S.J., Psychologist, San Francisco, 

Calif., 1991

Dec. 23
Rev. Owen J. Kiernan, Pastor, Immaculate Conception, Fall 

River, 1901
Rev. Charles P. Trainor, SS, St. Edward Seminary, Seattle, 

Wash., 1947
Rev. Msgr. John A. Silvia, Retired Pastor, St. John the Baptist, 

New Bedford, 1970
Rev. William E. Collard, Retired Pastor, St Theresa, New Bed-

ford, 1986

Dec. 24
Rev. James K. Beaven, Pastor, Sacred Heart, Taunton, 1886
Rev. Timothy J. Duff, Assistant, St. Joseph, Woods Hole, 1914

Dec. 27
Rev. Thomas J. Stapleton, Pastor, Corpus Christi, Sandwich, 

1956
Rev. Msgr. Armand Levasseur, Retired Pastor, St. Anne, New 

Bedford, 1970
Rev. Manuel Andrade, Former Pastor, Our Lady of Health, 

Fall River, 1995 

Dec. 28
Rev. Charles R. Smith, Pastor, Immaculate Conception, Fall 

River, 1955
Rev. Edward J. Sharpe, Pastor, St. Patrick, Somerset, 1987
Rev. Clement Paquet, O.P., Assistant, St. Anne, Fall River, 

1987

Dec. 29, 
Rev. Rafeal Flammia, SS.CC., Retired Pastor, Our Lady of the 

Assumption, New Bedford, 1993
Rev. Robert J. Kruse, C.S.C., 2015

Dec. 30
Rev. Thomas C. Mayhew, Pastor, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 

Seekonk, 1991
Rev. Robert C. Donovan, Pastor, St. John the Evangelist, 

Pocasset 2016

Jan. 1
Rev. Jose Valeiro, Pastor, St. Elizabeth, Fall River, 1955
Rev. Antonio M. Fortuna, Pastor, Immaculate Conception, 

New Bedford, 1956
Rev. Francis R. Connerton, SS. STD., St. John’s Seminary, 

Plymouth, Mich., 1968
Rev. Leo T.  Sullivan, Pastor, Holy Name, New Bedford, 1975

In Your Prayers

NEW BEDFORD — 
United Interfaith Action of 
Southeastern MA (UIA), 
a faith-based organization 
funded in 1996 that orga-
nizes at the grassroots level 
to put faith into action for 
justice, has been working 
for the past year locally in 
Fall River and New Bedford 
and state wide on a set of 
issues: 

— Advanced organiza-
tional issue areas: educa-
tion, immigration, housing, 
public safety and police 
reform.

— Helped win the 
statewide Student Oppor-
tunity Act, $1.5 Billion 
education funding and won 
commitments from local 
school districts to help set 
spending priorities and fo-
cal areas in their three-year 
implementation plans.

— Trained 50 commu-
nity leaders with the launch 
of the School of Prophetic 
Action leadership training 
series.

    — Focused on state-
wide organizing, during the 
pandemic, meeting with 
legislators and working in 
coalitions:

• Helping to win a 
statewide moratorium on 
evictions and foreclosures;

• Continuing to fight 
for expanded paid leave for 
workers and stimulus sup-
port for ITIN holders, and 
the passage of the Work and 
Family Mobility Act;

 • Preventing deep bud-
get cuts in needed services 
by proposing fair share 
taxes on profitable corpora-
tions;

 — Organized on local 
issues that emerged during 
the pandemic, meeting with 
city housing officials, school 
superintendents, mayors, 
and police chiefs in Fall 
River and New Bedford:

• Advocating for in-

Year of Action for United Interfaith Year of Action for United Interfaith 
Action of Southeastern MassachusettsAction of Southeastern Massachusetts

creased use of Cares Act 
funds for rental assistance 
and housing programs in 
our cities;

• Meeting with district 
superintendents for com-
munity input on equity in 
distance learning;

• Organizing for policy 
changes in racial equity and 
policing reform, partnering 
with the NAACP New Bed-
ford Branch for a 130-per-
son community meeting 
on September 24 with the 
Fall River police chief and 
subsequent actions of 120 

people with the mayor of 
Fall River and the mayor 
and police chief of New 
Bedford. Issues addressed 
included police reform in 
community accountability 
and representation, demil-
itarization, re-envisioning 
public safety, and re-invest-
ing in our cities;

— Developed a COVID 
Community Response 
Fund and raised $90,000 to 
directly support more than 
150 families in our com-
munity with help to pay for 
housing, utilities, and food 
expenses during a time of 
economic uncertainty.

— Helped form the 
South Coast Faith Leaders, 
in partnership with the 

Inter-Church Council of 
Greater New Bedford, a col-
lective of 45 congregations 
and community organi-
zations addressing racial 
injustice and dominant 
systems, producing a public 
statement, interfaith prayer 
vigil, legislative action, and 
congregation-based learn-
ing groups. 

— Partnered with MA 
Voter Table and the South 
Coast Civic Engagement 
Hub to Get Out the Vote in 
Bristol County.

— Participated in 
MCAN’s Annual Fundrais-
er Event in which Renee 
Ledbetter was UIA’s Shining 
Star of exemplary leader-
ship. Ledbetter has been 
involved in UIA since 2002 
and has served as the board 
president for the last three 
years. She is the director 
for the Shannon Youth 
Outreach Program in New 
Bedford and works with 
200-plus youth and young 
adults in schools, homes 
and on the streets. Her role 
in the community is deep-
ly connected with to her 
role in UIA. “UIA brings 
my two passions, faith and 
community. UIA has helped 
me to develop as a leader, 
to give me the confidence 
to share my story, to have 
a voice, to meet with our 
officials, and to bring others 
with me to put our faith 
into action,” said Ledbetter.

Ledbetter is an active 
parishioner of Our Lady of 
Assumption Parish in New 
Bedford. Anchor execu-
tive editor, Father Richard 
Wilson, won this award in 
2018.

— UIA also held a Fall 
fundraiser dinner, “Taking 
out Injustice with Takeout,” 
partnering with a local, 
small business in New Bed-
ford and raising more than 
$5,000.

Renee LedbetteR
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There’s still comfort and joy out there
I’d like to start off this 

column with a cor-
rection. I mentioned in the 
last episode that the 2020 
Army-Navy college football 
game would not be held 
because of the pandemic.

I was wrong. The game 
will be played on Saturday, 
December 12, but it will 
not be in Philadelphia, 
but rather at West Point 
Academy in upstate New 
York, sans the large crowd 
and with little if any of the 
grand pomp and circum-
stance of past years.

Perhaps it was a 
COVID dream, but I don’t 

know why I thought there 
was no game. A pleasant 
surprise, despite this year’s 
low-key approach 
to America’s Game.

But my error 
is just par for the 
course in 2020. 
Everything is top-
sy-turvey, includ-
ing the holiday 
season this year.

I’m not talking 
about Advent and 
the feast of the Nativity. 
Nothing can prevent Cath-
olics from making straight 
the way for the Lord. Noth-
ing can prevent us from 

reflecting and repenting 
during the Advent season. 
And nothing can take away 

the absolute joy and hope 
of celebrating the birth of 
our Lord and Savior. Noth-
ing. That’s a no-brainer.

But when I mention the 
holiday season, there is a 

fun season at this time of 
year, granted a secular ver-
sion. Yet, I, like many, look 

forward to gather-
ings and songs and 
movies and finding 
that perfect gift 
for those on our 
respective lists.

This year is just 
not the same. The 
tree is up, the lights 
are strung, but the 

cloud of pain and sacrifice 
and sadness many have 
experienced during this 
wretched pandemic year 
weigh heavy on most of us.

Some of this year’s hol-
iday preparations can fall 
into the just going through 
the motions category. How-
ever, I think it’s important 
that we not completely lose 
our “Christmas spirit” this 
season.

We need the lights, 
the trees, the gaudy lawn 
decorations, the elves on 
the shelves, the fun and the 
silliness of comical gifts 
and cards.

Life must go on — if 
not as usual, then as close 
to usual as we can make it. 
And that perfect gift, this 
year would be the ideal 
time to include a charita-
ble donation — there are 
a plethora of brothers and 

storming for what can be 
done for Christmas meals 
this year.

Agreeing that the 
situation is fluid and ev-
er-changing, Duarte said 
they will do what they can. 
“At Christmas, we usually 
serve a ham dinner,” he 
said. “That’s an easier task 
because regarding Time/
Temperature Control for 
safety, ham is good to work 
with. It is not as sensitive as 
turkey.”

With a year filled with 
“What next?” episodes, the 
needs for homeless and 
hungry people are great. 
And no one knows what 
2021 will bring.

“The best way for 
people to help our shel-
ters, soup kitchen, and 
food pantry is through 
monetary donations,” said 
Mazzarella. “Those dona-
tions are what funded the 
Thanksgiving meals. Be-
cause needs change rapidly, 
CSS is able to respond to 
them quickly, efficiently, 
and effectively through 
monetary donations or gift 
cards.”

Some of the greatest 
needs are toiletries, i.e., 
tooth paste and deodorant, 
and clothing items like new 
sweat pants and shirts, 
socks and underwear. 

Monetary donations 
are also in need, as are 
gift-cards to businesses 
like Dunkin’, McDonald’s, 
Burger King, CVS and 
Walgreens.

To assist those assist-
ing others, donations can 
be sent to the Sister Rose 
House, 71 Division Street, 
New Bedord, 02744; and 
Catholic Social Services, 
1600 Bay Street, Fall River, 
02724.

The City of New Bed-
ford, partnering with the 
Inter-Church Council of 
Greater New Bedford and 
First Citizens’ Federal 
Credit Union, have es-
tablished a relief fund for 
victims of the Thanksgiving 
fire, that is now accepting 
donations.

The Washburn Fire 
Victims Fund has been 
established at First Citi-
zens’, and 100 percent of 
donations will be distribut-

ed to the families involved, 
with no administrative fees 
deducted.

To donate online, visit 
the Inter-Church Coun-
cil’s page for this fund at 
https://lnkd.in/djgFC46.

To donate, checks 
made out to the Washburn 
Fire Victims Fund can be 
dropped off or mailed to the 
Inter-Church Council, 128 
Union Street Suite 100, New 
Bedford, 02740. Donations 
can also be left for the fund 
at any First Citizens’ Feder-
al Credit Union.

The fund is adminis-
tered by the Inter-Church 
Council thanks to a part-
nership with First Citizens’ 
Federal Credit Union, and 
beginning with a donation 
of $13,500 from the First 
Citizens’ Charitable Foun-
dation. 

When the next “What 
next?” crops up, it’s a safe 
bet that Mazzarella and the 
folks at CSS and Duarte 
and the staffs at Sister Rose 
House, Grace House and St. 
Killian’s will respond to the 
challenge and assist those 
who most need it.

CSS, Sister Rose House serve dinners to fire victims, needy
continued from page four

sisters out there who could 
use our help, and we can 
make them a part of our 
festivities.

Christmas 2019 was 
one of my best ever. In 
2017 I lost my dad and 
last year I lost my mom 
and my beloved Igor. But 
on Christmas Day 2019, 
my kids and their signifi-
cant others gathered with 
Denise and me and we had 
a ball.

We laughed and told 
stories and ate and reveled. 
It was the elixir I needed. 
And that won’t happen this 
year, but those memories 
will glow in my heart this 
year and will sustain my joy.

Just like this year’s 
Army-Navy game, things 
won’t be as grand this year, 
but let’s not forget to reflect, 
repent, make straight a way 
for the Lord, thank God 
for the gift of His Son, and 
while we’re at it, let’s make 
someone who needs it, hap-
py — any way we can.

Gotta go now. I have 
to go find my gigantic 
Christmas balls that be-
came projectiles during the 
recent Nor’Easter! 2020. 
Go figure.

Peace, comfort and joy 
to all.
davejolivet@anchornews.org.

A subscription to the                      would 
make a wonderful gift for a loved one, 
a friend, or yourself. It’s a publication 
that provides a Spiritual uplift and keeps 
Catholics connected to our Church — 
locally and beyond.

If you are not already a 
subscriber or are interested in 
giving an Anchor subscription 

as a gift, please consider 
subscribing for $29/year at 

www.fallriverdiocese.org/
subscribe or mailing a check 

to: Anchor Press, P.O. Box 318, 
Congers, N.Y., 10920.
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NEW BEDFORD — 
From his first day this 
summer as principal of 
Holy Family-Holy Name 
School in New Bedford, 
Deacon Peter Schutzler 
worked with the goal of 
opening the school for full 
in-person learning as of 
September 1. 

The HFHN team of 
teachers and staff mem-
bers worked tirelessly all 
summer to re-organize the 
school for social distanc-
ing, install the new touch-
less hand sanitizers, and 
re-work all class movement 
procedures. 

Deacon Schutzler 
provided constant updates 
to the school community 
of plans, goals, and ways to 
keep everyone safe during 

Holy Family-Holy Name School hires new school nurseHoly Family-Holy Name School hires new school nurse
this challenging time.

At the beginning of the 
school year, Holy Fami-
ly-Holy Name School was 
fortunate to have a school 
nurse already familiar 
with students and families. 
Recent pressures to man-
age patients at the hospital 
resulted in a vacancy of 
the school nurse position. 
Holy Family-Holy Name 
School is pleased to an-
nounce Crystal Collette, 
RN, BSN, as the school’s 
new nurse.

Collette is a graduate 
of UMASS Dartmouth 
where she received her 
Bachelor of Science degree 
in nursing. Additionally, 
she is a graduate of Bristol 
Community College where 
she received an Associ-

ate Degree in nursing. 
Collette comes to HFHN 
from Southcoast Hospital 
Group — Charlton Memo-
rial Hospital in Fall River 
where she worked as a staff 
nurse. She has additional 
experience working as a 
staff nurse at Southcoast 
Hospital Group — St. 
Luke’s Hospital in New 
Bedford.

“Working at Holy Fam-
ily-Holy Name is an excit-
ing new venture for me. In 
addition to the challenges 
from the pandemic, man-
aging the health of children 
is so important to me,” said 
Collette. “I am amazed and 
impressed with the proto-
cols and safety measures 
implemented in the school 
to keep everyone as safe as 

possible. It is truly a bless-
ing to work with these kids 
and staff!”

Deacon Schutzler add-
ed, “The health challenges 
from the COVID pandem-
ic are historical and never 
before was it more import-
ant to have a school nurse 
on staff. Crystal’s attention 
to detail and dedication to 
children will greatly benefit 
our school community.”

“The school nurses 
across the diocese play 
such an important role in 
keeping everyone healthy 
and safe,” according to 
Daniel S. Roy, superinten-
dent of Catholic schools 
for the Diocese of Fall 
River. “Crystal is a part 
of a wonderful team of 
nurses who are on the 

front lines of the safety 
and health of our school 
communities.

“Our schools have been 
open for more than three 
months and we could not 
have accomplished this 
without the commitment 
from our school nurses.”

Collette is married and 
has two children. She and 
her family reside in East 
Taunton.

For more information 
about Holy Family Holy 
Name School, please go to 
https://www.hfhn.org/

For more information 
about the Catholic 
Schools Alliance, please 
go to https://www.
catholicschoolsalliance.
org/we-have-a-place-for-
you/.

Donate online at 
www.GiveCentral.org/FRTVMass  

Or mail your check payable to: Diocese of 
Fall River – TV Mass, 450 Highland Ave.

Fall River, MA 02720

Please 
support 

the 
TV Mass


